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See the inside back cover 
for more ideas.

Written by Roderick Hunt
Illustrated by Alex Brychta

BEFORE READING
Talk together
• Look at the cover picture. Ask: What 

might a Rainbow Machine do?

• Talk about rainbows your child has seen, 
and any stories or songs about rainbows 
that they know.

• Look through the book and talk about 
the pictures.

DURING READING
Enjoy the story  
together. If your child 
needs support to read 
the story:

• Break unfamiliar  
words into chunks or 
syllables to work them 
out (e.g. e–nor–mous).

• Remind your child  
to blend unfamiliar 
words from left  
to right. 

• If a word is still too 
tricky, simply say  
the whole word for 
your child.

• Re-read sentences  
to focus on their 
meaning where 
necessary.

About the words in this book
• Your child will probably be able to 

read most of the words in this book. 
Encourage your child to sound out  
and blend any challenging words,  
such as those below. If necessary, 
model the blending or read the words 
for your child.

machine  because  
changed  thought  
straight   
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AFTER READING
• Talk about how people would feel if rainbows 

suddenly looked like the ones that Nadim made.

• Re-read page 29. Ask: Why did the rainbow makers 
use bleach? 

• Ask: What other machines could this story be 
about? (e.g. a lightning machine or a snow 
machine)
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The Rainbow 
Machine

The magic key takes the 
children to a machine that 
makes the rainbow. But 
things go badly wrong  
when Nadim tries to  
make it work.

Oxf
or

d 
Unive

rs
ity

 Pr
es

s 

Eva
lu

at
io

n C
op

y O
nly




