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BEFORE READING DURING READING
Talk together Enjoy the story
* Look at the cover picture. Ask: What together. If your child
might a Rainbow Machine do? needs support to read
* Talk about rainbows your child has seen, the story:
and any stories or songs about rainbows *Break unfamiliar
that they know. words into chunks or

syllables to work them

* Look through the book and talk about
out (e.g. e-nor—mous).

the pictures.
* Remind your child

to. blend unfamiliar
words from left
to right.

o If aword is still too
tricky, simply say
the whole word for
your child.

About the words in this book

* Your child will probably be able to
read most of the words in this book.
Encourage your child to sound out
and blend any challenging words,
such as those below. If necessary,
model the blending or read the words
for your child.

¢ Re-read sentences
to focus on their
meaning where

machine because necessary.
changed thought
straight

See the inside back cove
for more ideas




It was raining, but the sun was shining at the

same time. The children looked up and saw a
rainbow.across the sky.

“I wonder where the rainbow begins?” asked Wilf,
“and where it ends?”



In a place far away, there was a lorry. It was

da very big lorry because on the back was a very
big machine. The machine made rainbows and
was called The Rainbow Machine.



There are seven colours in the rainbow. It took

seven people to look after the rainbow machine.
They cleaned it and polished it and they made
sure it worked properly.



The rainbow machine had to be ready at any

time. Sometimes weeks and weeks went by and a
rainbow.was not needed. But when the call came,
the rainbow makers had to work fast.



Off they went in the lorry. While it was going

dlong, the rainbow makers got the machine ready.
Then, one... two... three... Go! They pressed a
button and the rainbow shot out of the machine.



When there was a rainbow, everyone stopped

to look at it. Children ran to their mums or dads
and saidy “What a beautiful rainbow!”



Sometimes.the rainbow was very bright but
sometimes it was quite pale. Often the children
ran towards it. They wanted to find the end of it,
and play in all the colours. But, of course, they

never could.



One of the rdinbow makers was a young man
called Fred. He was new and he was learning to
be a rainbow maker. One day, the other rainbow
makers said, “Look after the lorry, Fred. We won’t
be long.”



The lorry was on a double yellow line. Fred

saw a traffic warden.

“Oh no!” said Fred. “I must move the rainbow
machine.”
So he climbed into the driver’s cab and drove
away.



Fred drove the lorry along the road.
“This 1s.fun,” he said. “But I’d better not be
too long.”

He wanted to turn the lorry round, so he drove
into a field.
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Oh no! The lorry stuck in the mud. The wheels
spun round and round and the lorry sank deeper

and deeper.
“Now what shall I do?” thought Fred.
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Suddenly, there was a door in the field.
Biff and Chip came through it with Wilf, Nadim
and Anneena. Biff had the magic key. A new

.,uw

adventure had begun.
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The children saw that a lorry was stuck in the
field. Then they saw Fred.
“Can.ygou help me?” called Fred. “Will you

push. the lorry?”
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The children pushed, but it was no good.

The lorry was too big, and it was far too heavy.
Suddenly, it began to rain even though the sun
was shining.
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On the lorry, things began to buzz and flash.
“Oh_ no!” said Fred. “A rainbow is needed.

This 1s The Rainbow Machine. It makes
rainbows. You must all help me.”
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The children helped Fred to pull the cover off
the rainbow machine.

“Wow!” said Biff. “Is that where rainbows
come from?”

*“Yes,” said Fred, “but I don’t know how to
work the computer yet.”
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Nadim was good with computers. He looked

at the rainbow keyboard. He didn’t really know

whatto'do, but he didn’t like to tell Fred.
“Don’t worry, I can work it,” he said.
“Right,” said Fred. “One... two... three.”
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The rainbow machine sent up a rainbow.

“Hooray! It’s working,” said Wilf.
The rainbow was too bright for them to see it
properly so Fred gave everyone some dark glasses.
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The childrenlooked up at the rainbow they
had made: It didn’t look quite right. Fred called
to Nadim.

“Are you sure you can use that computer?”
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The rainbow didn’t look right. First it went
straight. up. Then it went straight along and then

it went straight down.
“Oh dear,” gasped Anneena. “It’s got straight
gasp g g
sides.”
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Everyone stopped to look at the rainbow.

Children ran to their mums and dads.
“What a funny rainbow!” they said. “It’s got
straight sides. We’ve never seen one like that before.”
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The rainbow makers were having a cup of tea.

They looked out of the window. Everyone was
staring at the sky.

“Oh no!” said the rainbow makers. “What has
Fred done?”
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They.ran out into the road but the rainbow

machine had gone.

“Oh no!” said the rainbow makers. “Where
has Fred gone?”
In the sky was a broken rainbow.

“What a funny rainbow!” everyone said.
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The rainbow changed again. This time it was

twisted and it was very bright.
“I“like that one,” said a little boy. “It looks
wonderful.”
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“We must find the rainbow machine,” called

the rainbow makers.
They looked up at the sky. The rainbow had
changed again.

*“Oh no!” said one of them. “I don’t want to

look!”
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Back at.the rainbow machine, something had

gone wrong. Nadim had been too clever. The
rainbow was leaking and all the red was running
out.
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The sky was turning red.
“Oh.no!” said Nadim. “I can’t stop the red.
Turn“the rainbow machine off.”

Ered turned pale.
*I can’t turn it off,” he said.
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The rainbow makers found the lorry. They were

cross with Fred.
“It wall take days to get the sky blue again,”
they said.
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ve never had to do this before,” said one

b]

The rainbow machine had to bleach the sky.

“We

of the rainbow makers. “I hope it works.”
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The sky had turned white. The sun wasn’t

yellow anymore.

“It’s @ 'lot better than a red sky,” said one of
the rainbow makers. “A red sky makes everyone
bad tempered.”
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We’re orry,” said Nadim. “It was all
O y fault. ase don’t blame Fred.”
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right,” said the rainbow makers. “The
ill soon turn blue again.”
Suddenly, the magic key began to glow.
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The sky was blue and the sun was shining.

“The rainbow isn’t really made like that, is it?”
asked Kipper.

“You had better go to the end of one and find
out,” said Anneena.
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AFTER READING

e Talk about how people would feel if rainbows
suddenly looked like the ones that Nadim made.

* Re-read page 29. Ask: Why did the rainbow makers

use bleach?

e Ask: What other machines could this story be

about? (e.g. a lightning machine or a snow

machine)
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